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Delegates at the Asia Pacific Meeting James McCarthy OAM, Jack Wilkie-Jens,
RCS activities at Stangate House and Gardens, The Treasury Building and Libby Ellis OAM and Lloyd Byrne

Tunnels and Asia Pacific Meeting
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PATRON
World wide Patron His Majesty King Charles Il
World wide Vice Patron Her Majesty Queen Camilla

South Australian Patron: the Governor of South Australia
Her Excellency, the Honourable Frances Adamson AC

DIARY DATES
Thursday December 4th, 6.00pm —-8.00pm
24 Tomsey street Adelaide

Annual Christmas Party:

Visit to Haigh’s chocolate factory
Monday 24th November Greenhill Road
Parkside 10.30am

further details regarding the above functions please contact

Libby 0412 820 121 or Julie 0407203035

Rediscovering Adelaide

2026 SUBSCRIPTIONS due on 1% January 2026
Couple $75
Single $50
Please pay the Treasurer as soon as possible

Subscription form with bank details is inserted in this newsletter
BSB 105-148
account 554020140

Your annual subscription entitles you to

. the quarterly newsletter

. the opportunity to vote at the AGM and at SGM

. the opportunity to be a Council member and make a
difference to the Society

. attend special events which have limited numbers

. attend special functions at a reduced rate

. Receive a name badge
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

The following Countries are members of the Commonwealth in order of
seniority of membership
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Ghana, Malaysia, Nigeria, Cyprus, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago,
Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Malta, Zambia, Singapore, Guyana, Botswana, Lesotho, Barbados,
Nauru, Mauritius, Swaziland, Tonga, Samoa, Fiji Islands, Bangladesh, The Bahamas, Grena-
da, Papua New Guinea, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Dominica, St Lucia, Kiribati, St
Vincent & The Grenadines, Vanuatu, Belize, Antigua & Barbuda, St Christopher & Nevis,
Brunei Darussalam, Namibia, Cameroon, Mozambique, Rwanda, Maldives, The Gambia,
Toga and Gabon

These diverse nations representing one quarter of the world’s population over every conti-
nent, include Republics, National Monarchies and a number of Nations that

recognise King Charles Ill as their own Head of State

Objects of the Royal Commonwealth Society
The objects of the society are to promote the increase and diffusion of knowledge
respecting the people and Countries of the Commonwealth, to maintain the best tra-
ditions of the Commonwealth and to foster unity of thought and action to matters of
common interest

RSC SA Council Members 2025

President: Libby Ellis OAM 0412 820121
Vice President Judy Clarke 0419 500 218
Treasurer: Julie Gameau OAM 0407 203 035
Secretary: Julie Gameau 0407 203 035
Councillors: Chris Ashton 0419 804 725
William Comley 0478 287 287
Christine Cundell 0403 796 087
Barbara Mayfield' 0422 577 844
John Shepherd AM 0467 621 030
Brenda Wallis 0481 481 116

Please contact the above members for any information regarding the
activities and news of the Royal Commonwealth Society South Australia Inc
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The Council of the
Royal Commonwealth Society
South AllStI‘&li& Libby Ellis, President of the
. ; Royal Commonwealth Society
wishes y South Australia
all members and friends invites members of the RCS and friends
a Merry Christmas f to the
and a safe and happy New Year. : ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RECEPTION
Council members look forward in THURSDAY 4™ DECEMBER 2025
seeing you at the Christmas Party on y AT 24 Tomsey Street Adelaide
Thursday 4th December 2025 ; 6.00pm-8.00pm
Finger food catered
The Ode ,
We of the Royal Commonwealth Society shall continue to foster goodwill and affection ’ RCS Financial Members $5

between peoples of the Commonwealth, so that all may live together in peace, sympa-

thy and understanding guests s10

k. Please bring a parcel of non-perishable foods or Christmas gifts for 4
Find more information about The Royal Commonwealth y the charity basket
Society and the Commonwealth.

Check out these web sites Please book with TryBooking

www.royalcwsociety.org - https://www.trybooking.com/DGQQC
www.thecommonwealth.org :

www.thercssa.com.au
Further inquiries please phone the President, Libby Ellis

0412 820 121 or Julie Gameau 0407 203 035

Photos in this newsletter taken by William Comley Libby Ellis and Julie Gameau,
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

RCS ASIA-PACIFIC MEETING

The RCS Asia-pacific regional meeting was held in Melbourne early October.

It was a very successful meeting with representatives from RCS ACT,
Wellington, Hong Kong, Edmonton, Canada and Sri Lanka.

South Australia was represented by our President (me), Secretary/
Treasurer (Julie), Vice-president (Judy) as well as Harry Clarke and David
d’Lima, who spoke on education.

RCS SA PERPETUAL SCHOLARSHIP

At the recent Special General meeting there was overwhelming support for
the recommendation by the Council to fund a scholarship for St Mark’s
students to enable them to visit a commonwealth country to undertake
community service.

This is the second major project we have agreed upon since the Planning
meeting when the membership agreed to fund three or four major projects
and develop relationships, rather than scatter small amounts to the winds.

PROXIES

The use or non-use of proxies at our Special general meetings has been
raised a couple of times. Let me explain. The Council decided when we cre-
ated our new Constitution, that we would not allow the use of proxies. We
are a small society, and the special general meetings are to allow the mem-
bership to hear, understand and debate larger potential projects.

Council is keen that these decisions are made after full discussion, so mem-
bers understand the issues. By allowing proxies, the vote is decided before
there can be any discussion and before the full concept of each project is
fully explained.

x
Libby Ellis OAM,
President
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(River Clean-up Continued)

Among those in attendance were local leaders, NGOs, former athletes,
officials from the Department of Environmental Protection, the North-West
District Council’s Environmental Health Office, the Department of Wildlife
and National Parks, members of the tourism sector, and community
representatives. Their presence underscored how the Baton Relay brings
people together: across generations, across communities, and across the
Commonwealth.

Notably, Kgosi Ledimo, senior chief representative of the Batawana Tribal
Authority, graced the occasion and expressed his support for the initiative.
In his opening remarks, Kgosi Ledimo said it was:

“a great pleasure and honour to be invited to this occasion and witness the
clean-up campaign initiated by Wild Entrust and Commonwealth Sport
Botswana.” He went on to commend the campaign’s importance to Maun,
noting that keeping the river and surrounding environment clean carries
significant health benefits. “When you clean the environment, the look and
space of that area improve, and it becomes more welcoming. | am truly im-
pressed by this initiative.”

This celebration in Maun demonstrated that the spirit of the Baton Relay
goes beyond sport. It unites people in action, on the track, in our communi-
ties, and for our environment. The message is clear: every hand, every step,
and every baton pass makes a difference.

Information from RCS London website

Maun is a town on the Thamalakane River in northern Botswana. It's the
jumping-off point for the vast inland Okavango Delta, which becomes a
lush wildlife habitat during the seasonal floods. In the delta, safari camps
dot the Moremi Game Reserve, which is home to hippos, lions and rhinos.
In the town, the Nhabe Museum features local art, plus history and culture
exhibits about the surrounding Ngamiland region. — Google
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Maun Community Unites for a Cleaner
Thamalakane River

On 23rd September 2025, Wild Entrust and Commonwealth Sport Botswana
welcomed the Commonwealth Games Federation’s King’s Baton Relay to Maun.
The Baton, which travels through every Commonwealth nation and territory
ahead of the Commonwealth Games, symbolizes unity, shared values, and
collective action. In Botswana, it inspired community action through a river
clean-up walk along the Thamalakane River, marking the country’s second
clean-up event of the Royal Commonwealth Society’s Commonwealth Clean
Oceans Plastics Campaign. Together, participants collected litter to keep plastics
out of one of the nation’s most precious and fragile waterways.

As the King’s Baton was passed from hand to hand during the clean-up, it
reminded participants that this was more than a symbolic act, it was about what
the baton represents: passing on good habits, uniting for a shared goal, and
working together for a cleaner, healthier environment. Just as in athletics, where
the baton must be passed cleanly for a team to succeed, Botswana showed how
a collective effort can cross the finish line. This spirit also echoed Botswana’s
pride as World Champions in the men’s 4x400m relay: on the track or on the
riverbanks, relays inspire teamwork, perseverance, and success. Speaking at the
event, keynote speaker Lesley McNutt, Director of Wild Entrust said:

“Sport teaches us that a relay is more than speed. It’s about timing, trust, and a
clean handover. This morning, as the Commonwealth Sport Botswana hands over
the Baton, we receive more than a symbol; we receive a responsibility, to pass on
a healthier Botswana. A baton of pride, yes, but also a baton of stewardship”.

To ensure a lasting impact, Wild Entrust donated waste bins to be placed at Big
Tree and Matlapana Old Bridge, two key community hotspots where proper
waste management is vital. Youth voices led the way, with 45 students from
Botswelelo Primary School, Mathiba Primary School and Letsholathebe Primary
School guiding the clean-up, performing a poem and skit to highlight the im-
portance of stewardship for both today and tomorrow.
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
The Special General Meeting was held on Sunday 14th September.
The meeting was opened at 1.30pm by the President, Libby Ellis
18 members and a invited guest attended at the Public Schools Club
5 Apologies were recorded
Christine Cundell moved, Seconded by Julie Gameau

“That the Council of the Royal Commonwealth Society South Australia
Incorporated (RCS SA) recommends to the RCS SA members that the RCS
SA prize for international service to a St Mark’s College Adelaide student
to go to a Commonwealth Country to take part in a community service
project be established with the initial endowment of $150,000. This
scholarship will be set up in compliance with existing rules to all scholar-
ships awarded by St Mark’s College Adelaide”

The motion was discussed and voted.
It was passed by a majority of those in attendance.

Libby thanked all those for attending and the SGM was closed at 1.50pm

Remember come to the Christmas Party on

Thursday 4™ December 2025 at 24 Tomsey Street, Adelaide
6.00pm to 8.00pm

RSVP by 29" November
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RESIGNATION

It is with regret that the RCS Council received the resignation of
Councillor, Christine Cundell. Christine has been a very valuable member
of the Council for the last eight years.

Barny over the years has been responsible for moving RCS equipment
around and building the stands for the Commonwealth Flags.

Christine and Barny are relocating to the Barossa valley. They will still be
members and we all hope to see them at some of the activities in 2026.
We thank you Christine and Barny and wish you well in your new
adventure.

POSTAGE IS SOARING ONCE AGAIN AND IT NOW COSTS $1.70 to post
the newsletter

This has been discussed by the Council many times and the Council is
HAPPY to continue posting the newsletter as most Council Members
believe it is great to have a newsletter hard copy which they can read
anywhere and at any time.

It is also an opportunity to show friends and tell them about the RCS
and the work we society does

BUT If you would rather receive the newsletter by email
Please contact the secretary and send her your email address.

TRYBOOKING
The RCS is in future using TryBooking for most functions

TryBooking is an online service for booking events organised by the
Royal commonwealth Society South Australia.
This service is an efficient way to organise events.
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The October Rediscovering Adelaide adventure was an
under ground journey .

Twenty four members and
friends met in the former
Treasury building on Flinders
Street Adelaide. The building is
around 186 years old, designed
by George Strickland Kingston,
with construction commencing
in 1839. The building,
constructed in stages, and much
of it has been modified, stands
on a site that was central to
South Australia's government
for over a century.
Today the building has been
restored into the Aldina
Apartment Hotel . There are 79
guest rooms including studios,
and one and two bedroom apartments.

mm The restoration of this building has been

4 historic aspects including the Cabinet
Room, central garden and underground
tunnels have been restored.

We were fortunate to see all of these

= historic sites and journey through a short

‘ tunnel where gold was stored during the
Victorian Gold Field era. Most of the many
tunnels have been blocked.
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REDISCOVERYING ADELAIDE

Fourteen members and friends
discovered one of the Hill's best
kept secrets—Stangate House—
on a wintry day in September.
Stangate House and gardens are
nestled in the hills at Aldgate.
The home is surrounded by
magnificent camelias, all in bloom
for our visit, sweeping lawns and
magnificent mature trees many
years old.

It is said that the oak tree in the
garden is one off Australia's
largest oak trees.

The gardens were designed by
Elsie Cornish (Raymond Cornish’s
sister). Elsie was one of the best

. known landscape designers of the time.
& The building of the house started in

B January 1940 and was finished in June

# 1940!!11! was the home of the Rev’d

o

E 9 The House and gardens were bequeathed
#S to the national Trust.

The Royal Commonwealth Society fosters civil society and
encourages the exchange of ideas and experiences across the
Commonwealth
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Commonwealth talks
The first of the RCS’s new venture Commonwealth Talks took place
on Wednesday 20 August.
About 50 members and friends attended to hear Guest speaker Hon Ale-
ander Downer AC speak on his journey with the Commonwealth.

Alexander spoke of his time as the Australian Foreign Minister, the special
adviser to the UN Secretary on Cyprus and as High Commissioner to the
United Kingdom. The enthusiastic audience asked many questions after
Alexander’s presentation.

The second Commonwealth Talks was held on Tuesday 7th October and
was attended by about 20 members and friends.

The guest speaker was Professor Don Markwell AM. Don had recently
resigned as Head of St Mark’s College, North Adelaide and was taking up a
similar position at a University College in Queensland.

Don commenced his presentation with the importance to him of the date
October 7th.

Israel was struck by terrorist attacks of on unprecedented scale

The birthdate of Zelman Cowen , Governor General of Australia 1977-1982
Appointment of Frances Adamson AC as the Governor of South Australia.
Don continued to enthuse the audience with his journey around the
Commonwealth and his experiences as Warden at Rhodes House Oxford.

Commonwealth Talks will continue next year
Watch out for the next speakers and dates
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AUGUST LUNCH
Thirty members and guests attended the final lunch for the year at the
end of August at St Mark’s College, North Adelaide.

The day was a little windy and blustery but the atmosphere in the

upstairs dining Room was one of enthusiasm, happiness and friendship.

The Guest Speaker was Professor Chris Daniels. Chris is the Adjunct
Professor of Biology at UniSA and Adjunct Professor of Zoology at Ade-
laide University and the chairman of Green Adelaide.

Chris spoke on the Algae Bloom

He told the guests that algae is a natural part of the ecosystem and
some blooms are harmless but the current bloom in South Australia is
the Karenia Mikimotoi and this can be harmful to fish and some marine
animals.

The algae is currently having a serious impact on marine life and the
industries that rely on it such as fishing, aquaculture and tourism.

The Bloom has been exacerbated by environmental factors such as
nutrient influx from floodwaters and the marine heatwave that has
raised temperatures significantly.

Chris explained to us
what the government is
doing to alleviate the
problem and to assist
the industries

It was great to see new
members and friends
attend the lunch and
presentation.
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REDISCOVERYING ADELAIDE IN NOVEMBER
Do you like Chocolate??
Do you want to purchase chocolate Christmas presents

Come with us and visit Haigh's chocolate factory on Monday 24th
November at 10.30am.

The iconic Haigh’s retail store, Visitor Centre and original
factory site are located on Greenhill Road, Parkside

2025 marks 110 years since Haigh's Chocolates was founded on
May 1st 1915 by Alfred E Haigh in Adelaide, South

Australia.

Haigh’s Chocolates has distinguished itself as one of the great
iconic brands of South Australia for over 100 years; with the love
of the fine chocolate expanding into

Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra.

Haigh’s is very proud to be the oldest family-owned chocolate
maker in Australia. Today the company is run by the fourth gen-
eration of the Haigh's family and the company employs over 850
people throughout the factory,

administration, online and 21 retail stores located across Ade-
laide, Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra.

The tour is free, but there is a limit on the number
able to attend each tour

PLEASE RSVP TO JULIEGAMEAU®GMAIL.COM BY
THURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER

2.7 billion

people live in Commonwealth countries, with more than 60
percent aged 29 or under

l.eaders of member countries shape Commonwealth

policies and priorities. Every two years, they meet at

the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.




